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9. The course is arranged in two parts, each occupying a half- 
year and complete in itself. This is in part to accord with prin- 
ciple 6, preceding, and in part to allow either a combination of a 
half year of botany with a half year of zoology to form a year's 
course in biology, or else to provide a shorter course as needed 
in some schools. In any case a half-year course in botany should 
consist of Part I or Part II, never of a combination of both, a 
recommendation based partially upon educational principle and 
partly upon the practical difficulty of providing examinations and 
articulating later college courses with such diverse combinations. 

io. The course is intended to be relatively permanent, yet is 
modifiable in adaptation to changing educational conditions and 
the approved results of experience. Changes will not, however, 
be made for some time, and not until announced in a fifth edition 
of this report. The committee will welcome all suggestions and 
criticisms. 



Those interested in the theories of sex-heredity will find an 
interesting paper on " A Mendelian View of Sex-heredity" by 
Professor W. E. Castle, of Harvard, in Science, for March 5, 
1909 ; in this paper Professor Castle brings " into harmony the 
seemingly discordant results of Wilson, of Correns, and of Bate- 
son and his associates." 

NEWS ITEMS 

A company called " The Luther Burbank's Products Com- 
pany, Incorporated " has recently been formed with a capitaliza- 
tion of several million dollars. The company will attend to busi- 
ness matters connected with Mr. Burbank's work, and control 
the distribution of his new productions. 

Dr. N. L. Britton, director-in-chief of the New York Botanical 
Garden, accompanied by Mrs. Britton and Dr. Marshall A. 
Howe, curator of the museums, sailed for Jamaica, February 20. 
They expect to spend about six weeks visiting the eastern parts 
of Jamaica and Cuba, and possibly some of the southwestern 
Bahamian islands. 
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Two new national forests were recently created by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. One is the Ocala National Forest in Marine 
County, in eastern Florida, the first created east of the Mis- 
sissippi River, and it contains over 200,000 acres, well adapted 
to the growth of sand pine. The second is the Dakota National 
Forest in Billings County, North Dakota, and it consists of over 
14,000 acres in the Bad Lands region, part of which are to be 
used as an experimental field for forest planting. It is to be 
hoped that these Dakota nurseries may prove most successful, as 
North Dakota has a lower per cent, of forest land than any other 
state — about one per cent. 

The first number of Mycologia, a new journal devoted to fungi 
and lichens, was issued in January, 1909. Dr. William A. 
Murrill, of the New York Botanical Garden, is the editor. 
Many well-known mycologists appear as associate editors ; and 
several others have promised their support. Although under- 
taken in continuation of the work formerly done by the Journal 
of Mycology, edited by the late Professor Kellerman, Mycologia 
has not assumed any of the obligations of the publisher of that 
journal. The main features of the new journal will be, first, 
technical articles of value to investigators in pure or applied 
mycology, second, popular articles of interest to the fungus- 
loving public, third, good illustrations, many of them in natural 
colors, fourth, news and notes, largely relating to literature of 
interest to American students. 



